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REMONSTRANCE. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Assembly  of  the 

State  of  New-  York  : — 

The  Remonstrance  of  the  Rector,  Church-w  miens 
and  Vestr}rmen  of  Trinity  Church  in  the  city  of  New-York  : 

Respectfully  showeth  : 

That  your  Remonstrants  have  heard  with  surprise  that 
an  attempt  is  being  made  to  induce  your  Honorable  bodies 
to  pass  a  law  that  will  seriously  invade  the  chartered  and 
corporate  rights  of  your  Remonstrants  ;  that  such  attempt 
is  to  procure  the  repeal  in  whole  or  in  part  of  the  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  New-York,  entitled,  “  An  Act  to 
alter  the  name  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  Church  in  New- 
York,  and  for  other  purposes,”  passed  25th  January,  1814  : 
or  that  it  may  be  so  modified  that  its  provisions  shall  not 
be  urged  as  creating  any  obstacle  to  an  assertion  of  certain 
supposed  legal  rights,  said  to  be  defined  and  fixed  by  the 
previous  acts  of  1784  and  1788. 

Your  Remonstrants  respectfully  represent  to  your  Hon¬ 
orable  bodies,  that  when  the  said  Act  of  25th  January, 
1814,  was  applied  for,  the  following  petition  for  the  same 
was  presented  to  the  then  Legislature  of  the  State,  viz : 

*“  To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New- 

York  : 

“  The  Petition  of  the  Rector  and  Inhabitants  of  the  City 

*  The  determination  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  appears  upon  the  minutes 
of  the  Vestry  of  the  4th  of  January,  1813,  in  the  following  form  : 

“  Resolved,  That  Richard  Harison,  David  M.  Clarkson,  Thomas  Barrow, 
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44  of  New-York  in  communion  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
44  Church  in  the  State  of  New-York: 

44  Respectfully  showeth : 

44  That  so  lo'ng  ago  as  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hun- 
44  dred  and  ninety-seven,  your  Petitioners  were  incorporat- 
44  ed  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal  of  the  colony 
44  of  New-York,  and  have  ever  since  continued  to  be  a  body 
44  politic  and  corporate,  by  virtue  of  their  said  charter. 

44  That  at  the  time  of  granting  the  same,  it  was  contem- 
“  plated  that  Trinity  Church  therein  mentioned,  should  be 
44  the  sole  and  only  parish  church  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
44  pal  denomination,  in  the  said  city,  and  that  in  fact  it  con- 
44  tinued  to  be  so  until  the  Revolution,  by  which  the  inde- 
44  pendence  of  the  United  States  was  obtained,  and  for  a 
44  number  of  years  after  that  memorable  epoch. 

44  That  soon  after  the  revolution  above  mentioned,  an 
44  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  for  making  such  alterations 
44  in  the  charter  of  the  corporation  of  Trinity  Church  as  to 
44  render  it  more  conformable  to  the  constitution  of  the 
44  State  ;  by  one  clause  whereof  all  the  rights,  privileges, 
44  benefits  and  emoluments  which  in  and  by  the  said  char- 
44  ter  were  designed  to  be  secured  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
44  City  of  New-York  in  communion  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  were  conferred  upon  all  persons  professing  them- 
44  selves  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  who  should 
44  hold,  occupy,  or  enjoy  a  pew  or  seat  in  the  said  Church, 
44  and  should  regularly  pay  to  the  support  of  the  said 
44  Church,  and  such  others  as  should  in  the  said  church  par- 

i(  Robert  Troup,  Jacob  LeRoy,  Peter  Augustus  Jay ,  and  Thomas  L.  Ogden  be 
“a  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church,  with  full  power  to  make  such  appli- 
“  cation  to  the  Legislature  at  its  ensuing  session,  relative  to  the  affairs  of  this 
“  Corporation,  as  the  said  Committee  shall  judge  to  be  proper.” 
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“  take  of  the  holy  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  at  least 
“  once  in  every  year,  being  inhabitants  of  the  said  city. 

“  That  since  the  passing  of  the  act  above  referred  to, 
“  the  pew  holders  of  Trinity  Church  and  of  the  churches 
“  or  chapels  belonging  to  the  said  corporation,  and  the  re- 
“  gular  communicants  therein,  have  been  the  only  persons 
“  admitted  to  vote  at  elections  for  church-wardens  and 
“  vestr}rmen  of  the  said  corporation  according  to  the  just 
“  and  fair  construction  contemporaneously  and  ever  since 
“  given  to  the  said  act. 

“  Your  Petitioners  beg  leave  further  to  show,  that  in 
“  consequence  of  the  rapid  and  unexampled  increase  and 
“  prosperity  of  our  country  since  the  said  revolution,  and 
“  the  corresponding  growth  and  population  of  the  City  of 
“  New-York,  Trinity  Church,  aforesaid,  with  the  churches 
“  and  chapels  belonging  to  its  corporation,  became  insuffi- 
“  cient  for  the  accommodation  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
“  said  city  wno  professed  themselves  members  of  the  Pro- 
“  testant  Episcopal  Church,  or  wished  to  become  so,  on 
“  which  account,  and  for  a  variety  of  other  reasons  not  ne- 
“  cessary  to  be  suggested,  numerous  persons  of  this  descrip- 
“  tion  have  been  induced  from  time  to  time,  to  form  them¬ 
selves  into  distinct  corporations,  each  having  its  own  pe- 
“  culia.r  endowments  and  places  of  worship,  with  rectors 
“  and  other  officers  of  their  own  choice,  totally  independent 
“  of  any  control  or  interference  of  your  Petitioners. 

“  That  a  number  of  such  religious  corporations  have 
“  accordingly  been  organized  as  the  law  directs,  some 
“  with  and  some  without  the  concurrence  of  your  petition- 
“  ers  ;  to  all  which  your  Petitioners  have  made  liberal  do- 
“  nations,  and  with  whose  internal  concerns  your  Petition- 
“  ers  or  any  of  the  members  of  the  corporation  of  Trinity 
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“  Church,  as  such,  do  not  claim  any  right  to  intermeddle ; 
“  nor  do  the  said  corporations  possess  or  claim  any  right 
“  for  themselves  or  their  members  to  vote  in  the  elections, 
“  or  regulate  the  affairs  of  Trinity  Church. 

“  Nevertheless,  a  few  individuals  belonging  to  such  se- 
“  parate  corporations,  have  recently  pretended  to  claim  that 
“right,  and  at  the  last  annual  election  of  church-wardens  and 
“  vestrymen  of  Trinity  Church,  held  in  the  month  of  March, 
“  in  the  year  1812,  two  or  three  persons  being  members  of 
“  incorporated  churches,  separate  and  distinct  from  your 
“  Petitioners,  tendered  themselves  as  voters ;  but  their 
“votes  under  an  ordinance  previously  passed  by  your  Pe¬ 
titioners,  were  rejected,  and  no  measures  have  been  yet 
“  taken  to  enforce  or  establish  the  right  so  claimed. 

“  It  must  be  obvious,  however,  that  attempts  of  this 
“  nature  cannot  fail  to  produce  strife  and  litigation,  and  to 
“  foster  and  keep  alive  pretensions  of  the  most  unreasona- 
“  ble  nature,  and  of  the  most  mischievous  tendency. 

“Your  Petitioners  are,  moreover,  sensible  that  since  the 
“  formation  of  such  distinct  corporations,  the  corporate 
“  name  by  which  your  Petitioners  are  designated  has  be- 
“  come  inapplicable,  and  ought  to  be  changed  ;  as  they  do 
“  not  comprehend  in  their  body  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
“  city  of  New-York  who  now  profess  to  be  of  the  Protestant 
“  Episcopal  Church  ;  and  your  petitioners  are  further  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  has  become  essential  to  the  peace  and  har- 
“  mony  of  said  church,  that  all  doubts  respecting  the  per- 
“  sons  entitled  to  vote  for  church-wardens  and  vestrymen 
“  of  Trinity  Church,  which  may  exist  or  arise  in  conse- 
“  quence  of  the  said  separate  incorporations,  should  be 
“finally  obviated  and  settled. 

“Your  Petitioners  beg  leave  further  to  represent,  that  the 
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“  law  which  requires  religious  corporations  in  New-York,  Al- 
“  bany,  and  Schenectady,  to  exhibit  an  inventory  and  account 
“  of  their  estates  and  revenue  at  certain  periods,  is  attended 
“  with  considerable  expense  and  trouble,  without  produc- 
“  ing  any  valuable  effects ;  that  after  such  inventory  and 
“  account  has  once  been  exhibited  it  cannot  be  useful  to 
“  exhibit  it  again,  unless  the  corporation  should  acquire  fur- 
“  ther  estates  ;  and  that  as  far  as  the  corporation  of  Trinity 
“  Church  is  concerned,  they  have  hitherto  complied  with 
“  the  law,  and  hold  no  property  (their  communion  plate  and 
“  church  furniture  excepted)  other  than  what  they  held  and 
“  were  possessed  of  long  before  the  said  revolution,  and  are 
“legally  entitled  to  hold  by  the  charters  and  grants  of  the 
“  ancient  government,  confirmed  and  established  by  the 
“  Legislature  of  the  State  ;  though  your  Petitioners  have 
“  greatly  diminished  that  property  by  grants  and  donations 
“  to  Columbia  College,  to  a  free  School  which  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  has  incorporated,  to  a  Society  formed  for  the  promo- 
“  tion  of  religion  and  learning,  and  to  many  churches  and 
“  religious  societies,  not  only  in  the  city  of  New-York  but 
“  elsewhere  in  different  parts  of  the  State. 

“Your  Petitioners  therefore  pray,  that  your  Honorable 
“  Body  will  pass  an  Act  for  altering  the  name  of  their  incor- 
“  poration;  and  also  to  obviate  and  settle  the  questions  that 
“  might  arise  in  consequence  of  incorporating  other  Episco- 
“  pal  congregations  in  the  city  of  New-York  ;  and  to  do  away 
“  the  necessity  of  such  inventory  and  account  being  exhib- 
“  ited  more  than  once,  unless  upon  the  acquisition  of  addi- 
“  tional  property,  by  religious  corporations. 

“  And  your  Petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

“  By  order  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  Church  in  the 
“  the  city  of  New-York. 

“  [l.  s.] 


T.  L.  Ogden,  Clerk.” 
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Your  Remonstrants  further  respectfully  represent,  that 
the  said  petition  was  true  in  every  particular,  and  that  it 
received  the  most  favorable  attention  of  the  Legislature — 
that  the  bill  brought  in  pursuant  to  its  prayer  “  was  popu¬ 
lar  in  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  and  it  passed  by  large 
Majorities.”  That  objections  were  however  made  to  it  in 
the  Council  of  Revision,  which  upon  consideration  were  nei¬ 
ther  sustained  nor  overruled,  that  board  being  equally  di¬ 
vided,  so  that  the  bill  became  a  law  by  virtue  of  the  clause 
of  the  then  existing  Constitution,  the  Council  of  Revision 
having  taken  no  order  upon  the  subject.  But  your  Remon¬ 
strants  would  respectfully  remark,  that  upon  the  Hon.  Chan¬ 
cellor  Lansing’s  considering  the  arguments  contained  in  a 
pamphlet  written  by  Robert  Troup,  Esq.,  then  one  of  the 
Vestrymen  of  the  Church,  which  is  referred  to  in  a  note  im¬ 
mediately  following  the  act  in  the  Session  laws  of  1814 — 
in  favor  of  the  bill  and  against  the  objections  of  the  Chan- 
cellor,  he  was  constrained  to  change  his  opinion  and  to  vote 
in  favor  of  its  passage. 

And  your  Remonstrants  further  respectfully  represent, 
that  if  the  law  of  1814  had  never  been  passed,  the  reasons 
urged  in  the  above  petition  would  apply  at  the  present  day 
with  much  greater  force  than  they  did  then,  and  instead  of 
allowing  the  then  existing  doubts  to  continue,  it  would  be 
an  act  of  wise  legislation  to  pass  a  similar  act,  which  in  re¬ 
spect  to  the  section  now  complained  of,  is  merely  declara¬ 
tory  in  its  nature. 

And  your  Remonstrants  further  respectfully  represent, 
that  the  law  in  question,  at  the  time  it  was  pending  before 
the  Legislature,  received  the  almost  entire  support  of  all  the 
Episcopalians  then  residing  in  the  city  of  New  York.  That 
by  the  nature  of  the  agreement  with  the  Corporation  of  St. 
George’s  Church  in  said  city,  by  which  it,  formerly  a  chapel, 
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was  separated  from  the  parish  of  Trinity  Church  and  en¬ 
dowed  from  its  funds  and  estate,  all  claims  of  the  new 
corporation  and  of  its  members  upon  the  remainder  ol 
such  funds  and  estate,  and  of  any  right  to  act  as  corpora¬ 
tors  of  Trinity  Church,  were  expressly  yielded,  and  that  re¬ 
nunciations  of  all  pretences  of  that  nature  were  voluntarily 
made  by  several  of  the  other  Churches  then  existing  in  said 
city,  a  copy  of  one  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed  and  re¬ 
spectfully  submitted. 

And  your  Remonstrants  further  respectfully  represent 
that  the  said  act,  has  now  been  in  force  thirty-two  years, 
during  all  which  time  it  has  been  submitted  to  and  ac¬ 
quiesced  in  by  every  body,  except  in  one  instance  which  oc¬ 
curred  at  the  annual  election  in  the  parish  of  Trinity 
Church,  held  in  St.  Paul’s  chapel  in  the  year  1844,  and  at 
a  time  of  uncommon  excitement  in  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  when  one  person,  and  he  a  gentleman  of  the  legal  pro¬ 
fession,  claimed  the  right  to  vote  ;  he  admitted  that  he  had  ne¬ 
ver  communed  in  Trinity  Church  or  in  either  of  its  Cha¬ 
pels,  that  he  did  not  own  or  hire  a  pew  or  seat  in  any  or 
either  of  them,  and  had  never  contributed  to  the  support  of 
Trinity  Church  ;  that  such  claim  to  vote  was  then  denied  ; 
and  that  such  person  never  attempted  to  establish  his  claim 
by  recourse  to  any  Court  of  justice  of  the  Country. 

And  your  Remonstrants  further  respectfully  represent 
that  owing  to  the  great  increase  of  the  city,  instead  of  nine 
other  Protestant  Episcopal  Corporations,  as  there  were  in 
the  city  of  New  York  in  1813,  besides  your  Remonstrants 
who  have  three  Church  edifices,  each  of  which  accommo¬ 
dates  a  large  congregation,  there  are  now  thirty-two  sepa¬ 
rate  and  distinct  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  corporations, 
and  four  organized  congregations,  as  yet  not  incorporated 
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to  the  knowledge  of  your  Remonstrants,  including  two  of 
colored  people,  and  one  free  chapel  for  seamen.  That  all 
the  said  churches  which  have  been  added  since  1813,  must 
in  law  be  deemed  to  have  been  formerly  part  of  and  taken 
from  some  one  or  more  of  the  churches  or  parishes  that 
existed  in  that  year,  and  the  members  of  the  new  Churches 
or  their  parents  must  be  considered  as  formerly  members 
of  some  or  other  of  the  original  parishes,  but  that  in  fact  a 
great  proportion  of  said  new  congregations  have  since  the 
act  in  question,  either  removed  to  the  said  city  from  other 
parts  of  the  State  or  from  without  the  State,  or  have  joined 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  from  other  denominations 
of  Christians. 

And  your  Remonstrants  further  respectfully  represent 
that  almost  every  of  the  said  new  churches  in  New 
York  have  been  assisted  by  donations  from  the  property  and 
funds  of  your  Remonstrants,  and  that  they  have  during  the 
last  thirty  years,  also  largely  contributed  to  new  churches 
in  every  other  part  of  the  State,  so  that  the  income  of  the 
corporation  has  never  been  at  all  equal  to  the  expenditures, 
the  deficiency  being  supplied  from  the  proceeds  of  sales  of 
parts  of  the  real  estate,  which  has  by  such  means  become 
very  much  reduced  in  quantity,  and  from  loans  made  to  your 
Remonstrants. 

And  your  Remonstrants  further  respectfully  represent* 
that  the  elections  in  the  Episcopal  churches  are  usually 
conducted  peaceably  and  quietty,  and  rarely  with  any,  and 
always  without  much  excitement,  it  being  generally  under¬ 
stood  that  a  great  majority  of  every  congregation,  if  not  all, 
are  decidedly  of  one  opinion,  so  that  the  minority,  if  any, 
makes  no  opposition.  That  so  much  is  this  the  case,  that 
in  constituencies  consisting  of  several  hundreds,  it  is  not 
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uncommon  that  only  a  few,  and  very  often  less  than  twenty, 
votes  are  received  : — That  this  is  also  partly  caused  by  the 
limitation  of  the  elective  franchise  by  the  act  to  incorpo¬ 
rate  Religious  Societies,  to  male  persons  of  full  age,  other¬ 
wise  duly  qualified  according  to  law: — -That  in  the  elections 
held  in  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  Church,  when  there  is  no 
contest,  the  number  of  votes  does  not  exceed  one  hundred 
and  fifty ;  but  that  whenever  it  was  known  that  there  were 
two  or  more  tickets,  the  number  has  been  much  larger : — ■ 
That  no  unfavorable  inference  should  be  drawn  from  the 
neglect  of  corporators  to  exercise  their  right  of  voting  : — That 
no  difficulty  is  opposed  to  any  persons  becoming  corporators  ; 
the  by-laws  of  your  Remonstrants  having  set  the  door  of 
the  church  wide  open  to  all,  as  well  to  the  poor  as  to  the 
rich,  to  come  in  and  constitute  themselves  members  of  the 
corporation,  the  requirements  being  merely  that  they  shall 
signify  their  intentions  to  the  Rector,  duly  attend  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  the  church,  and  partake  of  the  Holy  Communion 
“  in  said  church  ”  : — And  that  all  or  any  of  the  Petitioners 
for  the  repeal  of  the  act,  could  have,  and  can  at  pleasure 
become  members  of  the  corporation,  by  complying  with 
such  easy  requirements,  “  without  money  and  without 
price.” 

And  your  remonstrants  further  represent  tnat  the  said 
act  of  1814,  was  passed  at  a  time  when  peace  had  just 
boen  restored  after  long  and  angry  controversies,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  preserving  the  order  and  harmony  of  a  great 
religious  communion,  which  it  has  happily  effected  and 
maintained  for  the  long  period  of  nearly  two  generations  ; 
and  that  it  is  now  sought  to  renew  these  long  settled  dis- 
putes,  and  to  throw  a  firebrand  into  the  Church,  at  a  time 
of  great  excitement,  when  very  many  of  its  members  un- 
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fortunately  cannot  act  calmly  and  temperately  on  any  mat¬ 
ter  of  great  interest. 

And  your  Remonstrants  further  and  finally  represent  to 
your  Honorable  Bodies  that  the  reason  given  for  the  repeal 
or  modification  of  the  said  law  that  it  is  unconstitutional, 
cannot  and  ought  not  to  be  justly  entertained,  and  even  were 
it  so,  it  is  not  sufficient  for  the  purpose, — inasmuch  as  it  is 
peculiarly  the  province  of  the  courts  of  justice  to  decide  all 
such  questions — and  your  Remonstrants  respectfully  sug¬ 
gest  that  the  interference  of  the  Legislature  on  such  ground 
would  more  embarrass  the  questions  that  do  and  may  arise 
upon  the  law,  by  adding  to  those  now  existing  the  very 
grave  one  of  the  right  of  the  Legislature  to  repeal  a  law  of 
he  character  of  that  of  1814,  without,  and  in  fact  against, 
the  concurrence  of  the  corporation  in  question. 

And  your  Remonstrants  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

By  order  of  the  Rector,  Church-wardens  and  Vestrymen 
of  Trinity  Church,  in  the  City  of  New- York. 

WILLIAM  BERRIAN,  D.  D.,  Rector. 

Wm  E.  Dunscomb,  Clerk. 

[l.  s.]  Wm.  H.  Harison,  Comptroller. 
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Adam  T red  well, 
E.  W.  Laight, 

Teunis  Quick, 

Peter  A.  Mesier, 

A.  L.  Underhill, 

Wm.  Johnson, 

Philip  Hone, 


Church- W  ardens. 


Thomas  L.  Clark, 
William  Moore, 

Wm.  H.  Hobart, 
Henry  Youngs, 

Alex.  L.  McDonald. 
Wm.  E.  Dunscomb,  Saml.  O.  Raymond 
Wm.  H.  Harison,  G-.  C.  Verplanck, 
Robert  Hyslop,  John  I.  Morgan, 

Henry  Cotheal,  David  B.  Ogden, 

Philip  Henry,  Vestrymen. 
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SCHEDULE  A. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Rector,  Church- Wardens  and  Vestry 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  St.  Mark’s  in  the 
Bower}",  in  the  city  of  New  York,  April  16th,  1812. 

Present — The  Rev.  Doctor  Harris,  Rector. 

Mr.  Ogden,  and  Mr.  Minthorne, 

Wardens. 

Messrs.  Hoffman,  A.  Ogden, 

Turnbull,  Bird, 

Norroway,  Fish, 

Vestrymen. 

Mr.  *Ogden  presented  to  the  Vestry  for  consideration  the 
draft  of  a  letter  to  the  Vestry  of  Trinity  Church  in  the 
words  following,  viz  : 

New  York,  April  16,  1812. 

Gentlemen : 

We  believe  that  it  is  eminently  the  duty  of  Christians 
to  live  together  in  brotherly  affection  ;  and  that  the  obliga¬ 
tions  to  discharge  this  duty  lie  with  greater  weight  on  the 
members  of  the  same  Church.  Feeling  as  we  ought  the 
full  force  of  this  sentiment,  we  have  learnt  with  reg ret> 
that  some  of  our  Episcopal  brethren,  assert  the  claim  of  a 
general  right  in  all  the  Episcopal  Churches^  on  this  Island 

*  William  Ogden  and  Mangle  Minthorne  were  the  chm  elf  wardens.  Martin 
Hoffman,  George  Turnbull,  Anthony  Norroway,  Andrew  Ogden,  Robert  Bird 
and  Nicholas  Fish  were  the  vestrymen  present.  They  are  all  deceased.  The 
vestry,  when  full,  consisted  of  ten  persons  besides  the  Rector. 
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to  vote  at  your  Elections,  for  Church-Wardens  and  Vestry¬ 
men.  Whatever  color  may  he  given  to  this  claim  by  any 
ambiguous  words  to  be  found  in  your  charter,  we  sincerely 
take  pleasure  in  declaring  that  the  congregation  of  St 
Mark’s  Church,  which  we  represent,  have  no  desire  to  as¬ 
sert  the  claim,  and  that  we  will,  at  any  time  hereafter,  cheer¬ 
fully  unite  with  your  respectable  body  in  an  application  to 
the  Legislature,  if  the  measure  shall  be  thought  expedient, 
for  an  act  to  explain  the  charter,  and  confine  the  right  of  vo¬ 
ting  solely  to  the  congregations  of  the  Churches  under  your 
immediate  government ;  and  we  beg  leave  to  add,  that  we 
shall  cheerfully  unite  in  such  application  as  well  from  the 
earnest  wish  we  have  to  restore  harmony  and  establish 
peace  by  removing  the  uneasiness  which,  we  understand, 
the  claim  has  created  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  members 
of  Trinity  Church,  as  from  the  strong  sense  we  entertain, 
that  the  measure  itself  is  dictated  by  the  natural  fitness  of 
things,  and  more  especially  by  the  never  to  be  forgotten 
rule  of  doing  to  others  what  under  similar  circumstances 
we  should  like  to  be  done  to  ourselves. 

With  the  most  respectful  consideration 
We  are,  Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  Servants. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  the  same  be  adopted,  and 
that  the  Clerk  of  this  Vestry  prepare  and  transmit  to  the 
Vestry  of  Trinity  Church  a  copy  of  the  same  under  the 
seal  of  this  Corporation. 

Extract  from  the  proceedings  of  the  Vestry  of  St. 
Mark’s  Church. 


Nich’s.  Fish,  Clerk,  [l.  s.] 
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At  an  adjourned  Meeting  of  the  Corporation  of  Trinity 
Church  in  the  City  of  New-York,  held  in  their  Vestry 
office  on  the  14th  day  of  January,  An.  Dom.  1846. 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Vestry  on  the  subject  of  an  intended  application  to 
the  Legislature  at  its  present  session,  for  the  repeal  in 
whole  or  in  part  of  the  Act  of  the  25th  January,  1814,  re¬ 
lating  to  this  Corporation,  and  who  were  instructed  to  re¬ 
port  a  proper  Remonstrance  to  the  Legislature,  presented 
such  Remonstrance  prepared  by  them,  which  was  read, 
and  it  was  thereupon  Ordered  that  the  same  be  adopted, 
and  that  it  be  engrossed  and  signed  by  the  Rector,  Comp¬ 
troller,  and  Clerk  officially,  and  by  the  Church-Wardens 
and  Vestrymen,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  see  fit  to  sign  the 
same  ;  and  that  the  Comptroller  and  Clerk  affix  the  seal  of 
this  Corporation  thereto,  and  that  the  same  be  thereupon 
forwarded  and  presented  to  the  Legislature. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 


Wm.  E.  Dunscomb,  Clerk. 
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*  OPINION 

OF 

MESSRS.  TROUP,  HAMILTON  AND  HARISON. 


Id  consequence  of  a  resolution  of  the  Vestry  of  Trinity 
Church  of  the  ninth  of  November  instant,  we  have  consid- 

i 

ered  the  subject  therein  mentioned,  and  are  of  opinion  that 
the  Corporation  of  St.  Mark's  Church  can  have  no  valid  pre¬ 
tensions,  either  at  law  or  in  equity ,  to  any  part  oj  the  property 
of  the  Rector  and  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New- York,  in  com¬ 
munion  of  the  Protestant  Epicopal  Church  in  the  State  of 
New -York  ;  but  nevertheless  for  greater  caution,  we  ap¬ 
prove  of  their  taking  from  the  Corporation  of  St.  Mark’s 
Church  a  Deed  in  the  form  of  that  marked  A,  when  the 
lots  lately  set  apart  for  that  purpose  are  conveyed  to  the 
said  Corporation.  New-York,  the  21st  November,  1801. 

Rob’t  Troup, 

Alexander  Hamilton,, 
Rich.  Harison. 

*  See  Parish  Annals,  a  Sermon,  etc.,  by  Henry  Anthon,  D.  D.  New-York  t 
1845.  pp.  33  and  34. 


